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RULES, Ge. 


N the latter End of the Year 17 39, 
eight or ten Perſons came to me in 
London, who appeared to be deeply 

convinced of Sin, and earneſtly groan- 
ing for Redemption. They deſir'd 

(as did two or three more the next 

Day) that I would ſpend ſome Time with them in 

12 1 Prayer, and adviſe them how to flee from the 

ol Wrath to come ; which they ſaw continually hang- 

ing over their Heads, That we might have moro 

Time for this great Work, I appointed a Day when 

they might all come together, which from thence- 

| forward they did every Week, namely on Thur/day, 

| in the Evening, To theſe, and as many more as 

deſired to join with them, (for their Number in- 

creaſed daily) I gave thoſe Advices from Time to 

. Time which J judg'd moſt needful for them; and 

| [ we always concluded our Meeting with Prayer, 
| 


ſuited to their ſeveral Neceſſities. 


2, This was the Riſe of the UNITED SOCIETY, 

firſt in London, and then in other Places. Such a 

| Society is no other than * Company of Men ha- 

| ving the Form and ſeeking the Power of Godlineſs, 
united in order to pray together, to receive the Word 
. | *of Exhortation, and to watch over one another in 
44.2 | fk 
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Love, that they may help each other ta wors cut their 
Salvation,” 


3. That it may the more eaſily. be diſcern'd, 
whether they are indeed working out their own 
Salvation, each Society is divided into ſmaller Com- 

anies, called Claſles, according to their retpective 
Places of Abode. There-are: about twelve Perſons 
in every Claſs; one of 1 s led The Leader. 
It is bis Buſineſs. 

I. To ſee each Perſon in his Claſs once a Week 
at leaſt; in order 8 
To enquire how their Souls e ; 

To adviſe, reprove, comfort or exhort, as Oc- 
cafion may require; 

To receive what they are willing to give, toward 
the Relief of the Poor, | 

II. To meet the Miniſter and the Stewards of 
the Society once a Week; in order 

To inform the Miniſter of any that are Sick, or 
of any that walk diſorderly, and will not be re- 
proved ; 

To pay to the Stewards what they have receiv'd 
of their ſeveral Claſſes in the Week prece: ding And 

To ſhew their Account of what each Perſon has 
contributed, 


4. There is one only Condition previouſly re- 
quired, in thoſe who delire Aumiſſion into theſe So- 
cieties, a Deſire to flee from the IA ruth te come. 10 
be ſaved from their Sins: But, wherever this 19 
really fix'd in the Soul, it wil be thewn by its 


©) 


Fruits. Itvis therefore expected of all who con ti ug 
ev 


therein, that they ſhould continue to 

Deſire of Salvation, 
£ir/?, By doing no Harm, by avoiding Evil in 
every 
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every kind; eſpecially, that which is moſt general- 
ly practis'd. Such is 
The taking the Name of GOD in vain ;.. 


The profaning the Day of the LORD, either by 
= doing ordinary Work thereon, or by buying or 
1 {ei ling: 


Yunkenneſs, Buying or felling Spirituous Liquors; 
er drinking them, (unleſs 1 in Caſes of extreme Ne- 
cent; | TS 

Fighting, Quarrelling, Brawling ; Going to Law, 
Returning Evil tor Evil, or Railing for Ralling: 
The z ing many //ords in buying or dune: 

The buying or felt! ng inc: Hoff "a Go 

The grumg or taking Thi ng on y 

Uncharitable or 141 5 Converlat ion: Eſpe- 
cially, ſpeaking Evil _ Min wo er thoſe in Au- 
thor ity : s 

Doing to others as we would not they ſhould 
do unto us : | | 

Doing what we know 1s not for the Glory of 
GOD: As 

The putting 1g an of Gold or coftly Apparel 

The taking ſuch Diver fiens as cannot be ld in 

the Name of the LORD JESUS: 


he Singing thoſe $971 95, Or reading thoſe Books, 
| which do not tend to the Knowledge or Love of 
| GOD: | 


Softneſs, and ncedleſs Seif-induigence : 
Laying up T reatures upon Earth, 


5. It is expected of all who continue in theſe So- 
cieties, that they fhould continue to evidence their 
Deſire of Salvation, 
| Secondly, By doing Good, 5 being, in every 
| kind, merciful atter their Power: As they have Op- 

portun'ity, doing Good of erz 55 lible Sort, it 
J as far as is poſſidle, to all Men: 
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giveth, by giving Food to the Hungry, by cloath- 
ing the Naked, by viſiting or helping them that are 
Sick, or in Priſon, 

To their Souls, by inſtructing, reproving or ex- 
horting all they have any intercourſe with: Tramp- 


ling under Foot that Enthuſiaſtick Dectrine of De- 


vils, that „ we are not to do Good, unleſs or 


Heart be free to it.“ 


| By doing good eſpecially to them that are of the 
Houſhold of Faith, or groaning fo to be: Employ- 


ing them preferably to others, buying one of ano- 


ther, helping each other in Buſineſs; and fo much 


the more, becauſe the World will love its own, 


and them only, 

By all poſſible Diligence and Frugality, that the 
Goſpel be not blamed : 

By running with Patience the Race that is ſet be- 
fore them ; denying themſelves, and taking up their 


Croſs daily; ſubmitting to bear the Reproach oi 


CHaisT, to be as the F ilth and Offscouring of the 
World; and looking that Men ſhould /ay all man- 


ner of Evil of them falſely fir their LoRD's ſabe, 


b. It is expected of all who deſire to continue in 
theſe Societies, that they ſhould continue to evidence 
their Defire of Salvation, 


Thirdh, By attending upon all the Ordinances 
of GOD: Such are 
T he publick Worſhip of GOD; 


The Miniſtry of the Word, either read or ex 
pounded ; 


FE he Supper of the LoRD ; 
Family and Private Prayer 

_ Searching the Scriptures; and 
Fatting or Abſtinence, 


To their Bodies, of the Ability which GOD - 
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7. Theſe are the general Rules of our Societies; 
all which we are taught of GOD to obſerve, even 
in his written Word, the only Rule, and the ſuffi- 
cient Rule both of our Faith and Practice: And all 
theſe we know his Spirit writes on every truly a- 
waken'd Heart. If there be any among us who ob- 
ſerve them not, who habitually break any one of 
them, let it be made known unto them who watch 
over that Soul, as they that mult give an Account. 
We will admoniſh him of the Error of his Ways: 
We will bear with him for a Seaſon, But then if 
he repent not, he hath no more Place among us. 
We have deliver'd our own Souls. 


Torn WESLEY. 
CHARLES WESLEY, 
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RuLEs for the BAND SOCIETIES. 9 


some of the Queſtions propoſed to every one be- 


fore he is ad mitted amongſt us, may be to this Ef- 


4 Yo; 
cet. 


1. Have you the Forgiveneſs of your Sins? 
2. Have you Peace with God, through our Lord 


3. Have you the Witneſs of God's Spirit with 


your Spirit, that you are a Child of God! 

4. Is the Love of God ſhed abroad in your Heart ? 

8. Has no Sin inward or. outward Dominion over 
COU £ 

6. Do vou defite to be told of ye uy Faults ? 

7. Do vou defire'to be told of all your Faults, 
and that plain.and home! 

8. Do you dehre, that every one of us ſhould tell 
vou, främ Time to Pime, whatſoever is in his 


Heart cohee Rs YOu ? 

Do you defire we ſhould tell you 
whatſoever we think, whatſoever we fear, whatſo- 
ver we hear, concerning you f 

10. Do vou deſire, that in doing this we ſhould 
come as Cloſe as poſi üble, that we ſhould cut to the 
Quick, and ſearch your 1 to the Bottom? 

11. Is it your Defire and Deſigu to be on this 
| all ot ther O ccaſions entirely ope n, ſo as to {peak 
EVELY Eng Ht hat is in YOUur Heart, without Excep- 
tion, without Diſouiſe, and without Relerve * 


CD 

— 

* 
— 


. 4 Con 
f 


ks 


<= 
5 


——— nt.” 
— — — — — 


* 


N N Oe een, 


dere 


ax 


AYR 


5 

I 

* 
o 


1 
ben 


STS 


75 


[| 
— wed 
— 


} 
— — — — —ä — 


RuLEs of the BAND SociETIES. 11 


Any of the de Queſtions may be asked as 
often as Occaſion offers 


The Five following at every Meeting. 

1. What known Sin have you committed ſince 
our laſt Meeting ? 

2, What Temptations have you met with? 

3. How was you delivered? 

4. What have you thought, ſaid or done, of 
which you doubt whether it be a Sin or not? 

5. Have you nothing you deſire to keep ſecret ? 
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DiRECTIONS given 70 he BAND-SOCIETIES, 


Dec. 25, 1744. 


V OU are ſuppoſed to have the Paits that over- 


cometh the World. To you thereſore it is 
not grievous | 


I. Carcfully to abſtain from doing Evil; in pir- 


ticular, 


1 Neither 


/ l 
7p 
8 . 


every Week, and at every Publiek Meeting of the 


12 RULES of the BAN D SocttTtIEs., 


Neither to buy nor fell any thing at all on the 

Lord s Day. 
2. To taſte no ſpirituous Liquor, 20 Dram of 
any kind, unleſs preſcribed by a Phyſician. 

3. To be at a Mord both in buying and ſel ling. 

4. To pawn nothing, no, not to ſave Life. 

5. Not to mention the Fault of any behind his 
Back, and to flop thoſe ſhort that do. 

6. To wear no needleſs Ornaments, ſuch as 
Rings, Ear-rings, Nec! kla ices, Lace, Ruffles. 

7. To uſe no needleſs Self-: e; ſuch as 
taking Snuff, or Tobacco, unleſs pt reſcrived by a 


Phyſician. 


II. Zealouſſy to maintain Good Works; in par- 
8 
To give Alms of ſuch Things as you poſſeis 
1 that to the uttermoſt of your Power. 
2. To reprove all that ſin in your Sights and 
that in Love, and Meekneſs of Vifdo; 
Jo be Patterns of Diligence and Prugatit of 
Self-demal, and taking up the Crols daily, 


III. Conſtantly to attend on all the Ordinances 

of God; in particular, 
To be at Church, and at the Lord's Table 
12 

Bands. 

2. To attend the Miniſtry of the Word every 
Morning, unleſs Diſtance, Buſineſs, or Sicknel: 
prevent. 


3. To uſe Private Prayer every Day, MEE Fami- 


ly Prayer, if you are the Head of a Family 
4. To read the Scriptures, and meditate thercon, 
- at every vacant Hour. And, 
5. To obſerve as Days of F aſting or r Abſtinence, 
all Fridays in the Year. 
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